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"Black women can do anything. We've proven
that time and time again." -Tarana Burke.
Black women have come a long way and we
can do anything and indeed have proved that
time and time again. Since the beginning of
slavery and even today, Black women have
fought to be seen, heard, and respected as
women. For the longest time, they were seen as
property..

" They were devalued as human beings, not
considered women; "In America, no less
distinguished and learned a figure than Thomas
Jefferson conjectured that black women mated
with orangutans." (Higginbotham 1992,) Over many
years, we have had to struggle to be seen and
heard and to not only be loved but to self love. We
are a work in progress but we will prevail as he
have before.
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The Black women of
Slavery
by La Toya Love
Slavery was legally institutionalized in Virginia in the late 1600s (Childs
2005). It was not a kind time to black women or men as has been
historically documented. Black women were considered "subhuman
beasts who were only valued for their labor. They were allowed to be
raped and disrespected in any way see fit because they were property,
never seen as women, let alone as human beings.

"As slaves, Black women were expected to work
alongside Black men, performing an
equal share of work. Because they were women, they
also were forced to serve as
concubines, whores, wet nurses, and breeders. Rape and
other forms of violence
were part of their day-to-day existence (Bell 1992)."

Black Feminist
Movement

With the abloishment of slavery in 1865, the black woman was still
denigrated, fighting alongside black men to obtain equal rights and get
out of the shadow of their time as a mule for the white man. It was still
one of the most horrible times in black history, one that we want to
forget, but cannot because we are still overlooked and inferior to the
white community . The after effects of slavery are still felt amongst all
black women. Even though we did not experience it first hand, we are

by La La Love

still suffering not being able to utiize the justice system because we are
not on equal footing with the white woman. Our mistreatment is due to
the stratification of our race as well as our gender and it cannot be

As Black women moved away from their roles in slavery, they
began to fight very hard for their place at the American table
of men to be recognized as women. As the suffrage movement
began to make headway in the mid to late 1800s, a freed slave
Sojourner Truth asked a question at a women's rights
conference in 1851: "Ain't I a woman?" " She was the lone black
woman, the only voice for women like herself at the meeting.
She was not one of the invited speakers; she came forth of her
own volition. Her assertion called for the recognition of dignity,
respect, and equal justice
for all women. But Sojourner’s assertion also revealed the
contradictory, unequal status and treatment among White,
women, Black women, and Black men (Bell 1992)."
We fought alongside the the feminist and the black man,
poorly underrepresented in both our roles as black and as a
woman. We were basically invisible, but we were resilient,
protesting for our rights to be black and a woman, a fight that
still goes on to this day. The feminist movement I speak of is
the creation of the National Association for Colored women
(1896) , The Alpha Suffrage Association for Black women (1914),
and The National Black Feminist Organization (1973) just to
name a few.

undone because the ideologies that surround the black women are so
interwoven into the fabric of American society.
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The Black Woman of
Today's Society
by Toya Love
The Black woman of today's society is trying to
transcend the stereotypes that have followed her for
many years: mammy, matriarch, sexual siren or Jezebel
and the welfare mother or queen. These sterotypical
images, according to Jennifer Woodward, "serve to
support an oppressive patriarchal system that degrades
and denigrates them according to race, class, and
gender (2005)." We are also trying to get away from
controlling images used to subordinate us. We are
rejecting negative narratives and breaking down
barriers.

We have become first ladies, academy award winners, grammy winners, nobel prize recipients, the
list goes on. We are exuding "black girl magic." But more than just exuding magic, Black women,
according to Gloria Ladson-Billings; "They are strong. They are smart. They are brave. They are
resilient. They are capable. They are so much more than what society claims they are. They are
responsible for almost every civil rights movement that tackles racism, sexism, homophobia,
classism, and ability discrimination. What makes them more than magic is that they have not
allowed all of the things they are up against to deter them from continuing the fight for justice
and right (2017)." We continue to move upward and onward with no stopping in sight.

WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS FOR BLACK WOMEN

by Alisa Love
We are resilient. We have been used, raped beaten, lynched, stereotyped, disrespected, murdered, discriminated
against, overlooked and ridiculed. Whatever has been done to us, we come back stronger and determined to prove the
nay Sayers wrong. Since the beginning of slaver, to the feminist movement to black lives matter and say her name, we
have fought to be seen not only as black and women, but seen as black women. We are set on creating our own lane
while keeping our past in the rear-view. What does the future hold for Black women? Whatever we want it to. We will
continue to make waves in politics, science, and media. We will continue to make history as queens. We will continue to
fight for our rights and for injustices done to us. We will continue to raise our children, support our families, and hold
our heads high. We are phenomenal women who demand to be recognized as such. Our future is bright, and no one
can dim it because now we can be seen . We have adjusted our crowns and learned to love ourselves and command the
respect and recognition we deserve. We can do anything, and we will continue to prove that time and time again.
This newsletter serves to empower the black woman or any woman of color. Knowing what happened to our ancestors
in the past has molded us to break down the barriers we have, and continues to instill in us the strength to continue to
shatter the mold for our future black queens.

“One of the lessons that I grew up with was to always
stay true to yourself and never let what somebody else
says distract you from your goals. And so when I hear
about negative and false attacks, I really don’t invest
any energy in them, because I know who I am.” —
Michelle Obama
Janury 2020
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